
Book reviewing for Cultural Sociology 

Cultural Sociology seeks to consolidate, develop and promote the arena of sociological 

understandings of culture. It is intended to be pivotal in defining both what this arena is like 

currently, and what it could become in the future. Book reviews play a central part in this. Our 

review section is a space to reflect on new works in the field or its disciplinary neighbours, to capture 

new directions as they emerge, and to elucidate the significance of cultural analyses to a broad 

range of sociological concerns.   

We invite reviewers to consider the Aims & Scope and editorial statement(s) of the journal when 

considering their review. We ask reviewers to keep in mind that our reviews section examines books 

through the lens of cultural sociology but that we recognise the benefit of (and encourage) 

interdisciplinarity in the books reviewed. Our 2022 editorial statement identifies two core priorities 

of the journal, including the book reviews section: ‘globalising the audience and contents of the 

journal; and… decolonis[ing] the intellectual hegemony of western forms of cultural sociological 

scholarship’ (Jaworsky et al., 2022). We are particularly interested in reviews that contribute to 

these goals, as well as those that demonstrate the strength of cultural analyses in understanding the 

multiple crises of contemporary social life.   

Book reviews can be a lively and vital part of academic publishing. For this reason, we discourage 

reviews that only provide an overview of the title under review. Instead, we are looking for reviews 

that critically engage with the work and its place within a broader intellectual context. We are also 

open to alternative forms of book review: longer-form essays that review multiple related books; 

author interviews; symposia; reviews of older books in light of recent developments; and creative 

approaches. Please get in touch to pitch us your ideas in this respect.  

We accept proposals of books to review. Please contact the book reviews editor with your suggested 

title, its fit with the journal, and a bit about yourself. We also circulate suggested titles (via our Social 

Media and mailouts). Please note that commissioning a review is not a guarantee of its eventual 

appearance in print and that we reserve the right to not publish a review. 

Preparing the review  

Typical reviews have a word-limit of 800 words. Any review exceeding (or significantly less than) this, 

without previous agreement by the book reviews editor, may be returned to the reviewer. 

Please submit the review in Microsoft Word format. Include at the start of the text: 

• Full details of the book you are reviewing: 

o Full title, including any subtitle;  

o Author(s) or editor(s) names;  

o Publisher;  

o Place of publication;  

o Date;  

o ISBN number;  

o Page extents; 

o (If known) The price of the book and whether this is for paperback or hardback. 

• Your name and your institutional affiliation. 

• A word count including any references to other works (which should be minimal). 

Long quotations (more than 40 words) should be indented in the text, but we hope you will use 

these minimally. Page numbers should be given in citations, including for the book under review. 

https://journals.sagepub.com/aims-scope/CUS
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/17499755221098834


British or American spellings can be used, but British spellings will be used in the final publication. 

Please do not use any footnotes or end notes. 

You can find our full author guidelines here. Please read section 4.4 on referencing and citation style 

carefully. 

If you want to reproduce illustrations, tables, or figures published in the book, it is your 

responsibility to obtain permission.  

Submitting the review 

Please visit our submissions page to login and submit your review. You can find advice on using 

Manuscript Central here.  

On submission of your review, please select the option ‘Book Review.’ 

Once submitted, your review will go through the usual editing process. The editors reserve the right 

to make minor changes to your review. If there are any major changes to the content that we feel 

are necessary, we will contact you and ask you to make appropriate revisions. 

Timeline 

The book reviews editor will discuss with you a suggested due date for submission. Reviews that 

proceed to publication will be made available Online First. We will let you know when the review has 

been assigned to an issue, and will send you PDF proofs of the review section. 

Copyright  

For up-to-date information on Sage Journal’s publishing policies please see here, and for information 

on re-using material from other sources please see here. 
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